operated upon his under local ancesthesia, and had .a very good result. As had been said, the danger was from septic trouble. Last year he showed a patient who had a pouch, and when he explained to the man the possible danger of septic trouble, he declined to have an operation, and was content to remain as he was.
Dr. MILLIGAN replied that he had brought photographs of four cases. Three had been operated upon, and the fourth was being prepared for operation, hut was not yet ready because he suffered from carious teeth, and the general condition of the mouth was not as it should be. External operation had been done on the three, and the pouch removed, and these patients all recovered. He had had one fatal case, due to septic pneumonia. He thought it was owing to an error in judgment in removing the feeding tube too soon, for it seemed to have been ingestion pneumonia. Altogether he had seen seven such pouches. The first case he had he placed under the care of the late Sir Henry Butlin, and it was the third pharyngeal pouch which had been operated upon in this country. The diagnosis in that case was originally cancer of the cesophagus, but he did not agree with it, neither did Sir Henry Butlin. The patient was still alive, and his age was now 80. He was indebted to Dr. Hill for calling attention to Halstead's operation. He had not yet performed it. In his series of cases the operation was done at one time. The wound in the cesophagus was as carefully sewn up as possible, and a tube passed through the nose Ju-14 (1) Safety-pin removed from the cesophagus of a female patient, aged 20.
(2) Safety-pin removed from the cesophagus of a female patient, aged 25.-Patient arrested for being drunk and disorderly. At police station confessed to having swallowed a button. Button passed ultimately per rectum. Two days later had a rather severe attack of bleeding from the throat, followed upon the next day by a still more copious haemorrhage. Confessed then that she had also swallowed a safety-pin. Admitted to the Royal Infirmary. On examination, cesophagus found to contain blood and a safety-pin-the safety-pin lying about the level of the sixth dorsal vertebra. Safety-pin removed with forceps. CEsophagus sponged with solution of H202. Rectal feeding. Temperature chart shown. Development of acute suppurative mediastinitis; death. Post-mortem examination revealed two ulcers leading through the wall of the cesophagus into the posterior mediastinum.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said it was difficult to remove a safety-pin with the point directed upwards, and he would like to know what form of forceps was used. If one could see the point it was well to do as he did in one case, pass a very fine tube over the point, and then not trouble further about the point, but seize the other portion of the pin and withdraw it, knowing that there need be no anxiety about the point. When the point was embedded it was somewhat difficult to manipulate the tube over it.
